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2. PROPERTY OF THE CHI A

Among the property-owning groups, the Chia is the
fundamental one. It is the basic social unit of pro-
duction and consumption and thus becomes the basis
of the collective aspect of ownership. But, as men-
tioned, the collective aspect of ownership of the Chia
does not entirely rule out the group. It is therefore
necessary to analyse how different kinds of objects are
owned by different members and how different types
of ownerhip are diffused among them.

Land is cultivated by all or some of the male adult
members of the household. Boys assist occasionally
and women only in irrigation. The produce is partly
stored for the consumption of the household and partly
sold to pay taxes, rent, and wages and to buy other goods
for consumption* The right of using the land as well
as the right to a share of the produce is sometimes
extended to the employees by definite contract. The
right of the tax and rent collectors is limited to that of
deriving benefits from the land. In the village, with
exceptions, the right of using and right of disposing are
generally reserved by the cultivator. He may be
regarded as a full owner if he does not pay rent to any
one, but pays taxes to the government. If he has lost
his legal title of his holding, he must pay rent to the
title holder who will pay the taxes out of the rent.
In any case the cultivators are protected by law and
custom from alienation of the land and from inter-
ference by the title holders. In other words, the
cultivator owns the land with an attached liability to
share a part of the produce with the person who
holds the title (XI-4).

The right of disposing of the land is in the hands of